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Mr. 8 ANR AV, 


Surgeon, in Eſſex- Street. 


OCCASIONED BY 


HIS VERY SINGULAR CONDUCT, | 
* In the PROSECUTION of 


Mis BUTTERFIELD, 
W oO 
Was tried at the Aſſizes at Croydon, Aug. 19, 1775, 
"For POISONING the late : 


WILLIAM SCAWEN, Eſq. 
OF, | 
Wohle Lodge, i in the County of Surry, 
AN D 
HONOURABLY ACQUITTED. 


—— Duris genuit te cautibus horrens 27 
Caucaſus, Hyrcanzque admorunt ubera tigres. 
VIX S. En. iv. 366. 
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1 Gag you on he ſuc» 


ceſs of your late e enterprize in 
Surry. Vou appeared in the 
court of judicature at Croydon, on 
Saturday the 19th, with wonderful 
eclat. You diſplayed your con- 
ſammate knowledge, candor, and 
humanity, in the moſt conſpicuous 


B light, 


+ a „ - 
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light. You ſeemed, on this occa« 


ſion, to be infinitely pleaſed with 
yourſelf, your own importance, and 
the benevolent defign, i in which you 
were engaged, This diffuſed ſuch 
an air of complacency over your 
countenance, that the ſpectators 
: were every moment reminded of a 
certain illuſtrious perſonage, in a 

celebrated epic poem, who 

e grinn'd a ghaſtly ſmile.” 

Indeed, Sir, there is a Ariking re- 
ſemblance in your reſpective cha- 
racters. You were both of you de- 


lighted with the proſpect of human 
miſery. 


But if you A as, this 


compariſon, there is another cha- 
5 racter 


695 Y 
racter in the fame poem, which will 
ſuit you more exactly. I will im- 
mediately ſhew you, wherein the 
reſemblance conſiſts. For this pur- 
poſe'F will only beg leave to make 
a few-obfervations' on your conduct, 
relative to the proſecution of Miſs B. 


Lou obſerved, as you tell us, a 
young woman, attempting to poiſon 
her friend and benefactor. Accord- 
ing to your account, doſe after doſe 
is adminiſtered. At ſach a criſis, a 
generous and good man would 
have taken the young woman 
aſide; and with a ſerious and em 
phatical rone of voice, would have 
expoſtulated with her in this man- 
ner: „Madam, Mr. Scawen is in a 

— 7 « high 


— 
* ” = 
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te high ſalivation. You muſt have 


« given him ſome mercurial medi- 
& cine, or he muſt have taken it in 
c your abſence. I muſt inſiſt, that 
„ yqu tell me what you know af 


- « the matter. I ſhall be particular-. 


« ly attentive to the ſymptoms of his: 
« diforder; for his life is in dan- 
„ger.“ 

A remonſtrance of this nature, I 
will venture to ſay, would have in- 
timidated the moſt audacious: vil- 
lain, much more a woman. of Miſs 
B.'s uncommon. openneſs. of heart, 
and mildneſs of diſpoſition. It 
would have effectually prevented all 
her future attempts, if ſhe had 
really meditated any attempts, upon 


the 


— 


"0 * 
the life of Mr. Scawen; or it would 
have led to a diſcovery of the real 
cauſe of his diſorder. 


But in what manner did you act 
upon this emergency? — Very dif- 
ferently from this open and gene- 
rous mode of proceeding, You. 
ſaw the plot; you obſerved the pro- 
ceſs. And, as you ſaid three times 
on your examination, you *« ſtill 
t kept your ſuſpicions to yourſelf.” | 
That is, you gave the ſuppoſed aſ- 
ſaſſin an opportunity to perpetrate 
the atrocious crime, while you lay 
in ambuſh; that you might have 
the malignant ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
Ea murder and an execution !— 


This, 


hat * .. ani o_ — 
* 
* 
- 


fuch an occaſion. - He: would have 


7% ({ )) 
This, Sir, was truly d la manivre de 


A man of any tendernefs and hu- 
manity would have conducted him- 
felf with prudence and caution: on 


ſuſpected his own judgment, where 
circumſtances were ambiguous : he 
would havethought it infinitely more 
Hutnane and generous to prevent an 
offence, than to puniſh the offender. 
He would have been ſhocked at the 


| 2 of taking away the life of 


an innocent perſon, upon ground- 
leſs: eee or fallacious * 


yoga 
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But you, Sir, bade defiance to all 
tender feelings, and proved yourſelf 
a ſtranger to all the diftates of hu- 
manity. You ſwore, at all adven- 
tures, that . Mr. Scawen was poiſon. 
«ed; and that the poiſon was ad- 
«miniſtered by Miſs B. with an in- 
i tention to poiſon.” 


It was upon this teſtimony, and 
that of a ſervant, which was found- 
ed entirely upon your inſinuations, 
that the grand jury thought them- 
ſelves obliged to bring in the bill 
of indictment; yet notwithſtanding 
your atteſtation, they were three 
hours in deliberation. With what 
truth you took this ſolemn oath, I 
leave the public to determine, 


It 
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to ſhew you the neceflity of a 
little care and circumſpection, leſt 


1 
It may perhaps be ſaid in your 
defence, that you were not actuated 
by any malevolent deſign; but that 


you really believed Mr. Scayren 
was poiſoned. If I admit of this 
plea, it will only, Sir, be paying a 


| compliment to your heart, at the 


expence of your head. And after 


\all, it is a deſpicable apology for 
your conduct. I do not ſuppoſe, 


that you are a conjurer; but I ſup- 
poſe, that your ſhare of under- 
ſanding might have been ſufficient 


your haſty determination ſhould 
bring an innocent yoda: to the 


gallows. 
11 
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If you did not know the effects of 
mercury in the human conſtitution, 
you might have eaſily conſulted 
ſome of your more intelligent bre- 
thren; and they would have in- 
formed you, that the calomel ap- 
plied to the ulcer in his arm, the 
quack medicines he had taken, and 
his MoRBIip habit of body, would 
have accounted for all the ſymp- 
toms, which appeared in your pa- 
tient. | | 


If you had ever read Dr. Mead's 
Eſſay on Mineral Poiſons, you might 
have recollected the following re- 
markable paſſage; and from thence 
inferred, that the ſalivation, which is 
{aid to have occaſioned the death of 


G Mr. 


. 
Mr. Scawen, might have been owing = 
to mercury, introduced into his con- 
ſtitution, in the manner I have ſug- 
geſted, and not to repeated infuſions 
of corroſive ſublimate in his liquid 
aliments and draughts, | 


Experience, ſays that learned 
author, has convinced us, that re- 
« peated, doſes of crude mercury 
have, in ſome caſes, even a conſi- 
« derable time after they have been 
« taken, exerted their force, and 
* thrown the body into unexpected 
« diſorders. I remember two acci- 
* cidents of this kind, and one of 
.« them proved fatal, in which, when 
* ſmall quantities had been given for 
# ſeveral days together, a violent ſa- 


« vation 
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« livation enſued; more than two 
« months after the uſe of it had 
« been left off. And not long fince, 
« I ſaw a young lady, who having 
« ſwallowed about ſix drachms 
« every morning, three ſucceſſive 
« days, was ſalivated three weeks. 
« The flux then ceaſed ; but returned 
« after fix months, and held a 
month; and once more came on, 
« in the ſame manner, two months 
« after. The breath was each time 
« ſtrongly affected, as is uſual in 
« mercurial ſpittings.— S0 ſurpriſing- 
« ly active is this mineral, even ſim- 
« ple and uncompounded*,” 


* Mead's Medical Works, p. 102, edit. 17622 
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The humane and judicious author 
of the Synopſis Medicine, having 


mentioned the ſymptoms of ſeveral 


mineral poiſons, concludes with this 
advice to the phyfician, who is called 


in to inſpect a dead body, in which 


there happen to be any ſuſpicious 
appearances. 


« In giving judgement from the 
« figns above mentioned, it behoves 
* a phyſician to be very prudent in 


o7 forming, and very diffident in pro- 


* nouncing it, Forall theſe, which 


« axe known to reſult from the cor- 


« roſive quality of the poiſon, may 


ec poſſibly be the effect of a ſharp 


« and inbred humour, arifing merely 


> from 
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from a vitiated habit of body. More 
« adviſable therefore will it be, with- 
% out convincing proof, to abſolve 
« the guilty, than by any means to 
te condemn the innocent, which is entirely 
6 agreeable to all laws, both divine 
and human * 

After the death of Mr. Scawen, 
you ſhould undoubtedly have or- 
dered the body to be opened. It 
would have been acting the part of 
a prudent ſurgeon, as well as a good 
man, to have examined the ſtate of 
the ſtomach and bowels, before you 
had peremptorily aſſerted, that he 
was poiſoned. But in this point you 


„ Allen's Synopſis, vol, ii, c. 16. 
did 


Fn 


did not cordefcerid to give the * 
lic the leaſt ſatis faction! 


: 


No, Sir, to what principle muſt 
I attribute your conduct? To your 
ignorance, your ſelf-ſufficiency, your 
raſhneſs, your obſtinacy, or your 
malevolence of heart? This is a 
queſtion, which, I Proteſt, I cannot 
poſſibly determine: and therefore [ 
leave you to take your choice, 
[ 

1 you : are not utterly inſenſible 
to all ſentiments of compaſſion and 
humanity, reflect for a moment on 
the miſchief you have done. You 
have involved an innocent young 
" woman in the deepeſt perplexity and 
diſtreſs. 
At 


4 
At the age of fourteen, before ſhe 
was capable of forming a proper 
judgement between virtue and vice, 
he was ſeduced from her parents, by 
one of her own ſex; brought to Mr. 
Scawen; and, by a variety of ar- 


tifices, prevailed on to continue in 
his houſe, Mr. Scawen ſpared no 
expence in perfecting her education; 
and ſhewed her ſo many inſtances 
of friendſhip and kindneſs, that ſhe 
ſincerely loved him, and gave him 
many unqueſtionable proofs of her 
gratitude, fidelity, and affection. 


During his illneſs, which was al- 
moſt without intermiſſion, for the 
laſt fix years of his life, ſhe attend- 


ed 


— 
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ed bin 'day and night, with the 


tendereſt care and aſſiduit x. 
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Isa the mean time, an unfeeling 


ſycophant ſteps forward, and accuſes 


her as the murderer of the man ſhe 
had cheriſhed and comforted. When 
ſhe has only been a victim, ſhe is 


tried for her life, as a criminal. 


And when ſhe is honourably ac- 
quitted of the ignominious charge, 
the is ſentenced to beggary for the 


. remainder of her days, under the 
melancholy reflection of having 
 boft a legacy (which ſhe had dearly 


purchaſed) - by your exciting a 
groundleſs ſuſpicion inthe breaſt of a 
man, for whom ſhe had ſacrificed her 
father, her mother, and herſelf, 

If 
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If ſhe had not providentially met. 
with friends, who were clearly con- 


vinced of her innocence, and exert- 
ed themſelves in her defence; if 
ſome of the moſt reſpectable gen- 
tlemen of the faculty had not ex- 
poſed your abſurd and inconclufive 
evidence, her amiable character 
would not have ſaved her; ſhe muſt 
have loſt her life, as well as her 
fortune, by your pernicious inſinu- 
ations, 


I have aſſerted, that this unfortu- 
nate young woman ſupported an ami- 
able cbaracter; and I repeat the aſſer- 
tion. The late Mr. Scawen, in the 

D earlier 


br 

| 
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earlier part of his life, had a con - 
nection with one Mrs. F. by whom 
he had a daughter, who is now living. 
This woman, ſome years before ſne 
died, was reduced to poverty. Mr, 
Scawen allowed her a very trifling 
annuity *. But Miſs B. in conſider- 
ation of the poor woman's diſtreſſes, 
made ber an additional allowance of 
twenty pounds a year, out of her 
private purſe. 


When he altered his will in Auguſt, 
1774, ſhe prevailed upon him to 
leave bis natural daughter .7 0001, 
inſtead of 49001. as he intended. 


Five e pounds a year. 
Befides | 


( 19* 7; 
Beſides this extraordinary act of 
benevolence, ſhe made her, at diffe- 
rent times, many liberal preſents. 


Her charity to the poor is well 
known in the neighbourhood of 


Woodcot Lodge. 


I minutely attended to every cir- 
cumſtance, in the courſe of her trial; 


but I do not recollect, that any one 


of the witneſſes, on the fide of the 


proſecution, except yourſelf, and one 
or two, who had merely adopted 
your reports, attempted 'to advance 
a fingle ſyllable, which reflected on 
her conduct. 


Þ 2 89 
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* * 


80 far from this, it was aſſerted, 


by perſons of unqueſtionable vera- 


city, that ſhe was always mention- 


ed by Mr. Scawen with the higheſt 
commendation; and that ſhe was 
deſervedly beloved and reſpect- 
ed, 


In confirmation of what I have 
here advanced, I ſhall only obſerve, 


that as ſoon as the verdict was ut- 


tered, the hall reſounded with ac- 


clamations and ſhouts of applauſe ; 
the ladies, forgetting every preju- 
dice they had conceived againſt her, 
burſt into tears of Joy, and there 

was 


7 

' was the moſt general expreſſion of 
ſatisfaction ever heard on any occa- 
ſion. 


This, Sir, is the woman, whom 
you have involved in an expenſive 
proſecution, whoſe expectations you. 
have blaſted, whoſe life you have 
brought into the moſt imminent, 
danger, whoſe name you have at- 
tempted to ſtigmatize with indelible. 
diſgrace ! 


I cannot altogether blame the Weake 
neſs of, the late Mr. Scawen, for lil 
tening to your perſuaſions, for leav- 
ing his own houſe, and for cancel- 


x ing 
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1 
ing the will, which he made itt 
1774, in favour of Mifs B. He 
had a great opinion of your friend- 


ſhip, your judgement, and your pru- 


dence. But, alas! he was fatally 
deceived; and induced by your in- 
fluence to take a ſtep, which, if he 


could now be ſenſible of its eonſe- 
quences, would fill him with horror 


* indignation at the preſumptuous 
temerity of kis adviſer. 


Indeed Sir, I look upon you as 


ſomething more than his adviſer. 
You wrote the order for the difmiſ- 
fion of Miſs B. from Woodcot Lodge, 


and 


Cw 


and you {perhaps officiouſly) WROTE 
HIs WILL, | 


4 
You knew, that he had brought 
up this young woman from her in- 
fancy, under an abſolute engage- 
ment, that he would leave her his 


eſtate, Upon this account ſhe made 
no proviſion for contingencies ; but, 
as I have already obſerved, beſtowed 
a great part of her private allowance 
in acts of charity. She had, by his 
encouragement, conducted herſelf as | 
his daughter, or his wife. And yet | 
you, barbarian, had not the modef- 
ty to intimate, that pb you 


might 


T | 
might be deceived; and that p/ibly 


ſhe might be innocent. In ſhort, 
you bad not the conſcience to adviſe 
him to fulfil his engagements, 
PROVIDED, on the day of trial, 
"ſhe could acquit herſelf with ho- 


NOX, 


it muſt be 4 ſtrong head, Mr. 
$——y, which is not Sected on 


ſuch an occaſion, You are ſaid to 


Have tried the ſtrength of one, ſome 
years | ago; and now you have 
made a deſperate experiment upon 
another, | 


What 


ww 

oh What compenſation can you poſ- 
ſibly offer this injured woman, for 
| the hardſhips ſhe has already ſuſ- 
tained? The leaſt atonement you 
can make, is a public acknowledg- 
ment, that the poor dying man 
was induced to make a new will “, 
by your erroneous conceptions, and 
falſe ſuggeſtions; that ſhe may 
be enabled to recover the fortune, 
which he had bequeathed her in 


the moſt deliberate manner, when 


* Miſs B.'s name is not once mentioned in 
Vill. FL. 10,000 is left to Mr. Scawen's 
natural daughter: the reſidue to J. Scawen, Eſq. 


E. he 
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he could form a proper judgement 


of her character and conduct; when 


His mind was not poiſoned by your 


malignant inſinuations; when he 


was left to follow the free and ge- 
nuine inclinations of his heart. 


— 


As I have hardly ever heard of a 


caſe attended with more pitiable 
circumſtances on one ſide, and a 


more infamous conduct on the 


other, 1 have been induced, with- 


out the leaſt degree of prejudice, 
or knowledge of your perſon, to 


take up my pen in the cauſe of 
bumanity and if chere ſhould be 


Occa— 


| X. BW 
occaſion, I ſhall purſue the ſubject 


with additional zeal. 


1 I am, Sir, 


Aug. 24, 1775: 


A Friend to the Unfortunate 
and the Oppreſſed. 
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unacquainted with the circum- 


S this Letter may poſſibly fall 


into the hands of perſons 


ſtances of Miſs B. 's proſecution, the 
following paper may ſerve to throw 
ſome farther light upon the ſubject. | 
It was originally intended for her 


defence 


— 


„ 
defence on her trial; but not being 


thought ſufficiently circumſtantial,” 

it was laid aſide; and The was per- 

ſuaded to ftate her caſe more at 

large, in a long hiftorical narrative, 
| which was read in court. 


My Lord, and Gentlemen of the fury, 
„Though mankind' in general 
* are extremely apt to entertain vio- 
lent prejudices againſt unfortunate 
perſons in a ſituation like mine, 
and even to triumph over their 
« diſtreſs, yet I flatter myſelf I ſhall 
| 4 8 „ be 


8620 
„ be heard in this court with im- 


« partiality and candour. 


« I fincerely reſpect the name and 
« memory of the late Mr. William 


„ cgcawen. I have for thirteen years 


« paſt, ever ſince I knew him, be- 


% haved towards him with the ut- 
«© moſt tenderneſs, fidelity, and ho- 
« nour: the \ ſeveral wills which he 
6 voluntarily made in my favour, 
« are a convincing proof, that he 
e was perfectly ſatisfied with my 
conduct. 


10 


A 
* 
* 
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2. In all his illneſſes 1 faichfally 
Ba attended him day and night; and 


* endeavoured, by every little atten- 


& tion and aſſiduity in my power, 
to alleviate his pain and diſquiet- 


« udes, though often at the expence 


of my own health. 


46 1 adminiſtered to him thoſe me- 


© dicines, and thoſe only, which I was 


ordered to give him. 1 frequent- 


ly entreated him to be cautious in 


55 truſting. to quackery, as his con- 
& ſtitution was exceedingly weak 
« and precarious: but he perſiſted | 
« in his dangerous experiments, I 


« applied 


= 5 
applied the plaſters and the pow- 
« der to his arm, as I was ordered; 
« yet, alas! I was a perfect ſtranger 


to all the ingredients in theſe me- 


« dicines and theſe applications. 


« have been charged with infuſ- 
« ing ſomething of a deſtructive 
« nature into his medicines. Heaven 
« knows I neither harboured any one 
« finiſter or unfriendly intention, 
« much leſs a deſign againſt his 
« life ; for the truth of this aſſertion, 
« I ſolemnly appeal to the all- 


0 ſeeing providence of God. 


F I humbly 


- 


1 humbly preſume, that I have 


_ © merited the good opinion of every 


Alone, who have ſeen me at Wood- 


% cot Lodge; and I hope they will 
1 give teſtimony i in my favour ch 


, impartiality and truth, 


of . 


„Mr. Scawen took a ſtep, I con- 
« feſs, ' before his death, which 
a amazed and wounded me to the 
= foul. But I am far from blaming 
« the poor dying man. I was re- 
« preſented as his mortal enemy. 
« He was impoſed upon by the moſt | 
6 injurious infinuations; and I was 
b not once permitted to ſee him, or 


t to undeceive him. 


The 


1 3 
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© The proſecution, which I have 
66 fatleres; in conſequence of theſe 
« falſe ſuggeſtions, 1s extremely 
” cruel, is ſufficient to affect every 
« feeling heart with compaſſion, 
« and even to alarm innocence it- 
« ſelf, Humanity ſhudders @ the 
8 thoughts of an ignominious death, 
« though protected by an upright 
“ conſcience. In this awful crifis I 


« repoſe my confidence in a juſt and 


« good Providence, and in the equi- 


ty of this reſpectable tribunal.” 


THE END. 
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